HMS WINS NATIONAL AWARD

Hastings Middle School has been named a National Breakthrough Schools Award winner! HMS is one of nine schools across the nation to be named a Breakthrough School and the first one to ever get this recognition in Nebraska! Representatives from NASSP/MetLife visited HMS on September 11 and met with students, teachers, district staff, and parents.  It was a team effort to host the guests and let them see what a day at HMS is like. 
Selection criteria for the award are based on a school’s documented success in implementing strategies that are aligned with the three core areas of NASSP’s Breaking Ranks Framework, including collaborative leadership, personalization, and curriculum, instruction, and assessment.

These Breakthrough Schools have shown continuous growth on state assessments during at least the last three years and made progress toward reducing the achievement gap. Success in implementing the strategies is documented and verified through school site visits, including meetings with principals, teachers, students and community leaders.  

The Breakthrough Schools will each receive a $5,000 grant and their principals will have the opportunity to participate in Ignite ’14 and other events throughout the year to share their experiences and successes with other school leaders around the nation.

For more information on the Breakthrough Schools program and this year’s winners, visit www.nassp.org/breakthrough.

###
About NASSP
NASSP is the leading organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and all school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. The association provides research-based professional development and resources, networking, and advocacy to build the capacity of middle level and high school leaders to continually improve student performance. Reflecting its longstanding commitment to student leadership development as well, NASSP administers the National Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society, National Elementary Honor Society, and National Association of Student Councils.
About MetLife Foundation 
MetLife Foundation is committed to building a secure future for individuals and communities worldwide, through a focus on empowering older adults, preparing young people and building livable communities. In education, it seeks to strengthen public schools through effective teaching and collaborative leadership, and to prepare students for access to and success in higher education, particularly during the crucial first year. The Foundation’s grantmaking is informed by findings from the annual MetLife Survey of the American Teacher. More information is available at www.metlife.org.

