
NPS Third Grade Reading Unit 2

Unit: Comparing and Contrasting Fiction Story Elements

Estimated Timeframe: 15 Days

Overarching Standards
(NPS Essential Standards Highlighted)

Priority Standards Supporting Standards

3.R.1.A.b
Develop and demonstrate reading skills in response to text by:
b. drawing conclusions and support with textual evidence

CFA Draw Conclusions and provide text evidence

No supporting standard alignment.

3.R.1.D.a, b
Read independently for multiple purposes over sustained periods of time
by:
a. reading text that is developmentally appropriate
b. producing evidence of reading

3.R.1.A.d
Develop and demonstrate reading skills in response to text by:
d. monitoring comprehension and making corrections and
adjustments when understanding breaks down

3.RF.4.A.a
Develop phonics in the reading process by:
a. use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and
understanding, rereading as necessary

3.SL.1.A.b
Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies in formal and
informal settings by:
b. asking questions to check understanding of information presented,
staying on topic, and linking comments to the remarks of others

3.SL.1.A.a,c
Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies in formal
and informal settings by:
a. following classroom listening rules
c. following three-step instructions, according to classroom
expectations

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hF3DqCwNZwZN9iKucNUdnvrWyUBNK0Jr/view?usp=sharing


3.SL.2.A.a
Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies in formal
and informal settings by:
a. demonstrating active listening through body language and eye
contact with the speaker, according to classroom expectations

3.SL.3.A.a-c
Speak clearly and to the point, using conventions of language when
presenting individually or with a group by:
a. coming to discussions prepared, having read or studied required
material; explicitly drawing on that preparation and other information
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion
b. responding appropriately to discussion in a variety of settings,
according to classroom expectations
c. expressing opinions of read-alouds and independent reading topics

Unit Missouri Learning Standards
(NPS Essential Standards Highlighted)

Priority Standards Supporting Standards

No priority standard alignment. 3.R.2.A.e
Read, infer, analyze, and draw conclusions to:
e. compare and contrast key elements in various types of fiction

3.R.1.B.a
Develop an understanding of vocabulary by:
a. decoding and identifying the meaning of common prefixes and
suffixes and knowing how they change the meaning of root words

CFA Prefixes and Suffixes

3.R.1.B.e
Develop an understanding of vocabulary by:
e. determining the meaning of the new word formed when a known
affix is added to a known base word

3.RF.3.A.a, c

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19HT8k-1xwCrs4umrgY-orGW84C5X34YJo8E3zgRLx7E/edit?usp=sharing


Develop phonics in the reading process by:
*a. decoding multisyllabic words in context, and independent of
context, by applying common spelling patterns
c. using the meaning of common prefixes and suffixes

3.R.1.B.b
Develop an understanding of vocabulary by:
b. using sentence-level context to determine the relevant meaning of
unfamiliar words or distinguish among multiple-meaning words

3.R.1.B.c
Develop an understanding of vocabulary by:
c. using homographs and homophones

3.RF.3.A.d
Develop phonics in the reading process by:
d. using the meaning of homophones

3.RF.3.A.a
Develop phonics in the reading process by:
a. decoding multisyllabic words in context, and independent of context,
by applying common spelling patterns

No supporting standard alignment (in this unit).

Essential Questions Big Ideas

How does comparing and contrasting elements of a story help us
understand what we read?

Comparing and contrasting stories helps a reader to think critically
and make connections.  Understanding how story elements stay the
same or change across stories helps a reader to determine how
those elements impact the meaning.

How does the setting of the story impact events in the story?
How would the story be different if the setting changed?

The setting of a story affects the plot of the story.

How does the plot unfold from the beginning of the story to the end? Plot is the sequence of events that create a story.  Elements of plot
include rising tension, conflict, and resolution and can be similar
across stories.

Why does an author use the same plot structure and common story
elements when writing fiction?

Authors use plot structures and common story elements to allow
readers to understand what is happening and what the overall



message of the story is (the meaning).

How can we use clues from the text to determine the meaning of an
unknown word? CONTEXT CLUES

Meanings of words in the story can be inferred by using context
clues.
Adding a prefix or a suffix can change the meaning of a root word.

Instructional Resources
District Resources District Approved Technology Resources Additional

● Teaching for Deep Comprehension (Dorn
& Soffos)

● The Reading Strategies Book (Serravallo)
● Units of Study Reading (Calkins)

● NPS Suggested Technology Resources ● MO LEAP Block: Dragonflies
● MO LEAP Block: Magnets
● DESE Assessment Item Specifications
● DESE Grade 3 Performance Level

Descriptors

Unit Assessments
A combination of formal and informal assessments will be used to seek further understanding of students as readers.  These may include:

● Evaluate
● Common Formative Assessments: District CFA Bank
● Reading Inventory and/or DRA
● Running Records
● Anecdotal Notes
● Teacher Observation

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17XIhtbD_Ug4z2ngltigBh0JLxJJ-pooBeIAPOt0EtFg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cEaPhEDmL8budCQ9c2556Qk9e0GaJ1c8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gcowEvJIhvprMdJNcyfCX4Sgb8bcOPeW/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SSu4AR3d9cvWtqJ4sPXVprN-NBJ32VseL1VAbRHJbH0/edit#gid=1830356795


Instructional Sequence

Timeframe Learning Target Assessment Resources
(Instructional Strategies, Mentor Texts, Lesson/Activity Ideas, Questions)

Day 1 Setting
How characters act in

different settings

● What is the setting of a story?

● Setting isn't just where the story happens, it is the time
also!

● Read a story and have the students record the setting in
notebooks (where and when the story took place) have

students ID how the character felt in each setting,

Day 2 Setting
How characters act in

different settings

● Read a story and have the students record the settings
in notebooks (where and when the story took place)

have students ID how the character felt in each setting,

Day 3 Comparing setting ● Setting brainpop
● Students compare the settings of P.E and Art

● Students compare and contrast the two different settings
● Sheet

● Focus- what you do in each, how you feel in each, what
you see, what you hear, what you touch, so on

Day 4 Comparing setting ● Read The Nasreen's Secret School
● Students compare and contrast the two different

settings- school here and school in the story
● Sheet

● Focus- what you do in each, how you feel in each, what
you see, what you hear, what you touch, so on

Day 5 Plot
Beginning, middle, and end

Plot mountains and all that fits
in

What is a plot- Anchor chart
Plot Brainpop

Plot Powerpoint

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/setting/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XOdVhN4CxzfNLn89K0clOXyG3fzn5Dxy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XOdVhN4CxzfNLn89K0clOXyG3fzn5Dxy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VhvVG8XYpc2ZKAs7P_5Mg21fEQRWpZR_/view?usp=sharing
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/plot/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/0B6c3l9hhS-FcUUZzQzJ3YnhlMkU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106415204951418238902&resourcekey=0-wTlIc4C-orYHmAVGrlsVMA&rtpof=true&sd=true


What are the parts of a plot diagram:
Exposition (establishing setting, characters,

Raising actions- events
Climax- where the problem happens

Falling actions- events
Resolution- solving problem

Day 6 Plot
Beginning, middle, and end

Plot mountains and all that fits
in

What is a plot- Anchor chart
Plot Powerpoint

What are the parts of a plot diagram:
Exposition (establishing setting, characters,

Raising actions- events
Climax- where the problem happens

Falling actions- events
Resolution- solving problem

Student plot mountain

Day 7 Plot
Beginning, middle, and end

Plot mountains and all that fits
in

Plot mapping with Pixar shorts
Students map out plot of pixar shorts as a class.

Whole group chart, using sticky notes to make each
step

Day 8 Plot
Beginning, middle, and end

Plot mountains and all that fits
in

Read aloud any book with a good plot
● Split kids into 5 groups, one group for each part of the

plot
● Then have the groups share and put their sticky note on

the plot mountain anchor chart

Day 9 Plot Plot CFA
Plot CFA

Beginning, middle, and

● Book: Harry the dirty dog
● Read a story to the whole class or storyline online

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/0B6c3l9hhS-FcUUZzQzJ3YnhlMkU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106415204951418238902&resourcekey=0-wTlIc4C-orYHmAVGrlsVMA&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxPnKmdHaLI5b0tRY29RaTNyWkE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-fd8s58P6S4jcUgN8MZ6Qqw
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SB7P-9ZvPimOxuhIiObuN6r_jlSR_mHgOfeL0KL-yms/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_dHshC73AtdA8Ijm-uy8T3nZ-pOtl2EU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxPnKmdHaLI5b0tRY29RaTNyWkE/view?resourcekey=0-fd8s58P6S4jcUgN8MZ6Qqw


end check ● Students map out the beginning, middle, and end of
the story.

● Looking at does the beginning share the problem
climax shares the peak, and end share the solution

Day 10 Comparing Plot ● Choose two books that are similar ( pig the slob and pig
fibber) and read both books. Then compare and contrast the
plots of each book. They have the same character and setting,
but the plot will be different in ways.

● Sheet

Day 11 Context clues Investigating Context Clues
or

Using Context Clues - PPT Color.pptx

● Watch Brainpop over context clues
● Context clue anchor chart

Contact Clues Halloween
Another fall context clues

Day 12 Context clues ● Review anchor chart from day 1
● Read Aloud: Read aloud the book Baloney and have

students identify the meaning of the nonsense words.
○ Print this out and have the students fill it out as

they listen to the story
■ You may need to play the story a second

time!
● Context clues cards

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Cb2z5oHo1Lz9HsCnwfgQmMkiR4nvfPWr/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113447165376666415572&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XOdVhN4CxzfNLn89K0clOXyG3fzn5Dxy/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Tq1t53RlUnGddVzzJII3mkEo7-_PmfV6R3q5mvXVae0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.brainpop.com/english/studyandreadingskills/contextclues/
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/53/c4/5d/53c45d7f10a72116d846f1e61788f355.jpg
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/search?q=halloween
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sSIQnnPrT5TSK-EXniNPbsedb-8uQv5f/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWcW6GtQGEU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TLP0dEGsN6C0oFldFfPE5mpwsghJcbHZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwXIl-sBwhIHT0dKOGVadm5fUDg/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Y8v_XuzXRTHxy45Dk6PUhA


Day `13 Context clues Context Clues
Page 1 and 2 ONLY

● Read the passages to the students and have them
complete the questions.

Extra time: for fun Quizizz

Day 14 Prefix or a suffix What are root words?
Root word PowerPoint

● Task Cards
○ Check using the task cards. Hand one card

to each student and then identify their root
word. Use as a check on root words

Day 15 Prefix or a suffix What are prefixes and suffixes?
● Prefix practice Slides
● Suffix task cards

Day 16 Prefix or a suffix ● Prefix/suffix worksheets
○ Whichever you want to do

● Word shark game

Day 17 Prefix or a suffix CFA Prefixes and Suffixes

`

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11dWNXR-KZyjhJvj8-37rwF5xuaCowW4l/view?usp=sharing
https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5e4f50674b0831001c273ea4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/0B9Cg1wKQcy_vZFJjc3JJU0dKcnc/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106415204951418238902&resourcekey=0-APNUX5YY8G1P27Ml2tYtvg&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyiO-YrNcZQUaWAthPD1A2jgBq9NzMIj/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/123Zo5F0DtYBQIoKjeKs-ICOeAwCR2iXL6r1rRxy2i3I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/123Zo5F0DtYBQIoKjeKs-ICOeAwCR2iXL6r1rRxy2i3I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1So3I4WdTN8hBeLGTxY6iMCaRRmJMjuYO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R4L5z77FIDpb2Nyeh2lteAvXF4UbTdiA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MsOlXVrYrZ3DTJhsjbi_sRYaaAjp_mFS/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrbqhKL8HUk3sBB2JbuQ5JI_85EydHznkYBOrsmQGhw/edit?usp=sharing

