Bethke Reading Skills Continuum Updated 11/10/2021
X indicates skill is taught
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Genres:

Fiction


X
X
X
X
X
X
Nonfiction


X
X
X
X
X
X
Biography


X

X
X
X
X
Fantasy


X

X
X
X

Fable



X


X

Fairy Tale


X
X
X
X

Folk Tale


X
X


Tall Tale







Legends








Historical Fiction
(5th added)




X

Plays (5th)






X
Greek Mythology (3rd)



X
Poetry Skills:

Rhyme


X
X
X
X
X
X
Rhythm


X
X
X
X
X
X
Repetition


X
X
X
X
X
X
Onomatopoeia


X
X
X
X
X
Imagery




X
X
X
X
Personification



X
X
X
X
Alliteration




X
X
X
X
Metaphor




X
X
X
X
Simile



X
X
X
X
X
Meter




X

X
X
Stanza 




X
X
X
X

Symbolism




X

X
X
Types of Poems:
Haiku



X
X

X
X


Acrostic



X
X

X
 

Limerick




X

X
 

Bio-Poem/I am



X


X 
Cinquain




X

X
X 

Diamante




X
X

X

Free Flow/Verse


X
X
X
X
X 

Quatrains






X
X

Couplets





X
X
X
Concrete






X
Narrative






X
Parts of a Book:

Table of contents

X
X
X
X
X
X
Title page


X
X
X
X
X
X
Author/illustrator
X
X
X
X
X
X
Index



X
X
X
X
X
X
Glossary



X
X
X
X
X
Copyright page





X
X
Footnotes






X
X
Citations






X
X
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Dictionary Skills:

Picture dictionary



X
X
ABC Order



X

X
X

X
Guide Words




X
X

X
Entry words




X


X
Definition





X
X

X

Check/Correct Spelling


X
X

X
Syllabication



X
X
X

X
Pronunciation



X



X
Reference Works:

Atlas/maps


X
X
X
X
X
X
Calendar



X
X
X
X
X
X
Encyclopedia







X
Thesaurus





X
X
X
X
Almanac









Charts







X
X
Periodicals








X
Online Sources/research




X

Research Skills:

Classifying



X
X
X
X
X
X
Reading directions


X
X
X
X
X
Maps




X
X
X
X
X
X
Charts



X
X
X
X
X
X
Tables



X
X
X
X
X
X
Alphabetizing


X
X
X
X

X
Study Skills




X
X
X
X
Test-taking skills


X

X
X
X
X
Note taking



X
X
X
X
X
Outlining





X
X
X
X
Webs





X
X
X


Paraphrasing






X
X
Summarizing



X
X
X
X
X
Skimming/scanning




X
X
X
Retell (K)



X
X





K
1
2
3
4
5

Reading Skills:

Cause and Effect



X
X
X
X
X
Drawing Conclusions


X
X
X
X
X
Non-fiction or Fiction

X
X
X
X
X
X
Making inferences


X
X
X
X
X
Compare and Contrast 
X
X
X
X
X
X
Identifying Char/Plot/Setting
X
X
X
X
X
X
Sequencing



X
X
X
X
X
X
Fact or Opinion


X
X
X
X
X
X
Main Idea and details

X
X
X
X
X
X
Point of view



X

X
X
X
Authors Purpose



X
X
X
X
X
Theme





X
X
X
X
Perspective
 (5th)







X

Comprehension Strategies:

Generate Questions


X
X
X
X
X
Make Connections

X
X
X
X
X
X
Visualize



X
X
X
X
X
X
Draw Inferences



X
X
X
X
X
Analyze Text Structure


X
X
X
X
X
Determine Importance in Text
X
X
X
X
X
Summarize




X
X
X
X
X
Monitor Comprehension

X
X
X
X
X
Retell
 (4th, 5th)






X
X
Vocabulary:

Rhyming words


X
X
X
X
X
Compound words

X
X
X
X
X
X
Synonyms/antonyms


X
X
X
X
X
Homophones/homographs

X
X
X
X
X
Words w/multiple meanings
X
X
X
X
X
Prefixes and suffixes


X
X
X
X
X
Abbreviations



X
X
X
X
X
Context clues


X
X
X
X
X
X
Base words/root words


X
X
X
X
Idioms-Core Sayings


X
X
X
X
X

Analogies








Bethke Writing Skills Continuum
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K
1
2
3
4
5
Types of Writing:

Narrative



X
X
X
X
X
X
Expository




X
X
X
X
X
Persuasive



X
X
X
X
X
X
Descriptive




X
X
X
X
X
Journal



X

X
X
X
X
Informative/How to

X
X
X
X


Informational



X
X
X
X
X
Compare/contrast




X
X
X
Opinion




X


X

Narrative:

Prompt Interpretation




X
X
X

Narrative planning

X
X
X
X
X
X
Beginning



X
X
X
X
X
X

Hook




X
X
X
X
X

Action


X

X
X
X


Dialogue 



X
X
X
X
X

Speech Bubble (K)
X


Thought, question, feeling

X
X
X


Sound effect


X
X
X
X


Describe setting



X
X
X
X

Startling Fact



X

X
X

Character Development

X

X
X
Middle



X
X
X
X
X
X

Events




X

X
X
Adventure




X
X
X

Problem




X
X
X
X
Details (3rd)




X

Ending



X
X
X
X
X
X

Cliff Hanger

Climax (5th)






X

Problem resolution


X
X
X
X

Extended Ending (5th)





X
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Expository:

Prompt interpretation



X
X
X
X
Prompt in topic sentence

X
X
X
X
X
Paragraph planning



X
X
X
X
Planning





X

X
X
Green, yellow, pink, green

X
X
X
X
X
Multi-paragraph essays:
Thesis statement in 1st paragraph



X
X
Topic sentence in paragraphs


X
X
X
Concluding sentence




X
X
X
Conclusion paragraph




X
X
X
Transition Words (5th)






X

Key Star Ideas/Details (5th)





X

Bethke Grammar Skills Continuum

X indicates skill is taught
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Nouns

Irregular Nouns




X
X
X
X
Common Nouns



X
X
X
X
X
Proper Nouns



X
X
X
X
X
Possessive Nouns



X
X
X
X
Singular/Plural Nouns


X
X
X
X
X
Verbs

Action Verbs



X
X
X
X
X
Verb Tenses



X
X
X
X
X
Main and Helping Verb


X
X
X
X
Linking Verbs




X
X
X
X
Irregular Verbs




X
X
X
X
Contractions



X
X
X
X
X
Pronouns

Subject/Object Pronouns

X
X
X
X
X
Pronoun Verb agreement

X
X
X
X
X
Possessive Pronouns


X
X
X
X
X
Pronouns and Antecedents



X
X
X
Sentence Structure

Subject/Predicate


X
X
X
X
X
Sentence Combining


X
X
X
X
X
Fragmented Sentences


X
X
X
X
X
Compound Sentences


X
X
X
X
X
Complex Sentences




X
X
X
Run On Sentences


X
X
X
X
X
Independent/Dependent Clauses


X
X
X
Parts of Speech

Adjectives




X
X
X
X
X
Adjectives that compare

X
X
X
X
X
Article Adjectives


X

X
X
X
Adverbs





X
X
X
X
Adverbs that compare



X
X
X
X
Prepositions




X
X
X
X
Prepositional Phrases



X
X
X
X
Mechanics/CUPS


Capitalization


X
X
X
X
X
X
Usage



X
X
X
X
X
X
Punctuation


X
X
X
X
X
X
Spelling



X
X
X
X
X
X
Handwriting (5th)






X

Handwriting Cursive



X
