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Why Workshop?

✘ Immerses students in Authentic Reading/Writing/Math Experiences
✘ Replica tes The Experiences of “REAL” Rea ders/Writers/Ma thema t icia ns 
✘ Different ia tes Inst ruct ion
✘ Crea tes Opportunit ies For Regula r Responses To Litera ture
✘ Gives Student s The Opportunity To Lea rn And Reflect  About  Their Thinking Process
✘ Helps Student s Understa nd The Rea sons They Rea d Are Simila r To The Rea sons Adult s Rea d

- Plea sure And Enterta inment
- Lea rning
- Resea rch
- Keep Up On Current  Events
- For Their Job
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Rules of Workshop

Reading Workshop Is………..
✘Driven by STANDARDS a nd the NEEDS of 

individua l lea rners
✘Focused on THE Student
✘DIFFERENTIATES inst ruct ion (Level, Interest , 

a nd Flexible)
✘Driven by MULTIPLE student  a ssessments
✘Students rea ding “JUST RIGHT” books 

INDEPENDENTLY

Rea ding Workshop is NOT………..
✘ Driven by wha t  the TEACER’S MANUAL SAYS
✘ Focused on The READING/STORY
✘ ONE SIZE fit s a ll
✘ Driven by WEEKLY TESTS
✘ All student s rea ding the SAME STORY a t  the 

sa me t ime
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Components of RW
Mini Lesson
✘ Driven by st a nda rds a nd the 

needs of individua l lea rners

✘ Tea ching point

✘ Model – I DO

✘ Guided Pra ct ice – WE DO

✘ Use mentor t ext

Independent  Rea ding
✘ You DO – Pra ct ice t he 

st ra t egy

✘ Conferring one- on- one or 
sma ll group

✘ Self- select ed t ext  t ha t  a re 
“Just  Right”

✘ Increa sing rea ding st a mina

✘ Writ ing a bout  rea ding

✘ Book swop

Sha ring
✘ Bring closure t o t he lesson

✘ Highlight  specific conferences

✘ Student s sha re out  st ra t egy 
usa ge with pa rtners

✘ Quick a ssessment  of 
student s
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https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/reading - workshop- overview
5th gra de Tea cher

ht tps:/ / youtu.be/ eO4a NmOQWsY Mini Lesson – All Gra des
ht tps:/ / youtu.be/ ck6Kr2GVgH4 Ind Conferencing – All Gra des
ht tps:/ / youtu.be/QJTvRVa rJWI Group Conferencing – All Gra des
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https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/reading-workshop-overview
https://youtu.be/eO4aNmOQWsY
https://youtu.be/ck6Kr2GVgH4
https://youtu.be/QJTvRVarJWI


Talking It Through
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What Feels Right About Workshop?

What Do You Wonder About?



Mini Lesson
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Whole class, explicit, short and to the 
point 

Student application of teaching point 
immediately follows mini lesson

Seating on the floor for more focused, 
attentive learning

Based on the needs of students and 
standards

Could be:
• - Cognitive or Meta-Cognitive based (visualizing, 

connecting, inferring)
• - Text structure based (NF text structure – Cause 

& Effect, descriptive, chronological order,       
problem and solution, compare and 

contrast)
• - Resources or material based ( How to chose 

just right books) 
• - Climate or management based ( How to …….. 

Procedures)



Format Of The Mini-Lesson

✘ Connection
✘ Tea ching Point
✘ Demonst ra t ion
✘ Act ive Enga gement
✘ Link
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Resources for Mini-Lesson

✘ District resources
- Curriculum Ca lenda rs
- Gra de Level Curriculum
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Independent Reading
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Meaningful Reading Time
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Reading procedures 
solidly in place (what 

if they 
aren’t….Impact on 

time)

Reading time 
is……Reading Time 
– Not the time to use 

the bathroom

NO FAKE 
READING!!!!!

Model the task
Students apply and 

synthesize what they 
learn.

Individually first, then 
later in partnerships



Student Notebooks Purpose
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KEEP TRACK OF 
THINKING

RESOURCES FOR 
STUDENTS

USEFUL DURING 
ASSESSMENT

SEE THE JOURNEY OF 
THE READER FROM 
BEGINNING OF THE 

YEAR UNTIL THE END



Conferring

✘ Must happen daily in order to truly differentiate
✘ Keep record of wha t  you t ea ch ea ch da y with ea ch child
✘ Will drive whole cla ss inst ruct ion
✘ Rea d the conference notes ca refully

1. Wha t  pa t t erns do you see emerging from this pa rt icula r cla ss?
2. Wha t  a re some things you would t ea ch in a  mini- lesson ba sed on  

you conferring notes? 
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Talk It Through
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What questions do you have about notebooks and 
conferencing? 

Is there anything you want to share about notebooks or 
conferencing? 



Sharing

Types of Sharing
✘ Whole Cla ss
✘ Sma ll Group
✘ Pa rtner
✘ Verba l or Writ t en

*This is a n opportunity for you to confirm, t ea ch or ret ea ch*

17



Environment
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Literacy 
and Print 

Rich

Predictable 
and 

Consistent

Grounded 
in 

Procedures

Safe 
Learning 

Community



Management
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Procedures, Procedures, 
Procedures!!!!!!!!

Management Ideas
• *Consistency
• *Carpet Time/Transitions
• *Book Storage/Book Nooks
• *Classroom Library/Check-out System
• *Book Logs (When/If needed)
• *Independent Reading Time
• *Assessment/Accountability 



Classroom Library
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Support Instruction Increased interaction 
with books

Help students learn 
about and care for 

books

Provide a central 
location for 

classroom resources

Provide opportunities 
for independent 
reading/learning 

extensions

A place to talk and 
interact with books



Managing your classroom library
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Organization is the KEY! Start Small Check-out/Check-in System

Book Shopping
•Where Can I Go To Level My 
Books?

•https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/

https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/


Examples of Classroom Libraries



Talk It through

✘ Do you have any questions or anything to share about classroom 
libra ries?
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